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Understanding 26262, the new automotive safety standard
Tamworth, Staffs, UK & Hamburg, Germany. July 20th 2009. Phaedrus Systems has announced RiskCAT 26262, a tool for rapid and intuitive navigation around the recently released for comment ISO 26262/DIS Road vehicles -- Functional safety. With ten chapters the standard is very large and, like ISO 61508 on which it is based, very complex. 

“26262 is going to be at the heart of all future automotive development,” said Chris Hills, CTO of Phaedrus Systems. “The release for comment is the last chance for organisations to influence the standard. It is also the opportunity for them to start developing the processes that will ensure future products conform to the standard. But given the complexity of the standard, they need a tool like RiskCATS 26262 to ensure that they fully understand the details.”
RiskCATS 26262 is developed by German-based Code Analyser Tool Set (CATS) and is the latest in the family of tools for quality management of embedded systems and software. They are designed to provide system developers with a straightforward way of matching project requirements with those set out in published standards. 
All RisKCATS products have a graphical front end for an embedded database, allowing a copy of the standard to be annotated, searched or filtered. The search and filtering uses logical combinations of keywords, process elements and functions to determine, in seconds, the relevant parts of the standard for a specific project. An example might be to find, for example, those elements that are “mandatory” for meeting a specific SIL (or ASIL in ISO 26262.) RiskCATS can be linked to various project development tools, such as DOORS.
RiskCATS 61508, for the base IEC 61508 safety standard, and versions for nuclear and railway industries have been in use for many years. One major company in the automotive industry has said of RiskCATS 61508, “This tool saves us ten days every time we use it.”
RiskCAT 26262 will be available on September 1st, and Phaedrus Systems is taking orders at Euro 3800. Upgrades will be available when the standard is finalised.
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About Phaedrus Systems
Phaedrus Systems Limited is the UK’s leading specialist in the support of engineers at all stages of embedded safety-critical and high-integrity projects. Tools available include requirements capture for ISO26262,  IEC 61508, EN 50128 and nuclear applications; requirements tracking and competency tools; estimation software;  a SIL3 RTOS; a hi-rel embedded database; compiler validation reports and reliability/failure software. Consultants have experience working on automotive, rail and aerospace applications, meeting standards such as IEC 61508 SIL4, and D0178B. Backing these is a wide range of other relevant embedded tools.
Independent advice is strengthened by the company’s founder being an active participant in several standards bodies, including ISO C, C++ and IEC 61508-3, and a principal author of MISRA-C:2004. Phaedrus Systems is based in Tamworth, Staffordshire. More information is available on the website www.phaedsys.com
About CATS
CATS develops tools for quality management of embedded systems and their software. They include RiskCAT, for capturing the targets set by standards for embedded systems and building check-lists for requirements management; QualiCAT, for quantitative assessment of how well products and processes conform with standards; ReliCAT, for calculating failure properties; and CATS Static Analyzers.
More than 50 companies use over 100 licenses of CATS tools to achieve excellent product quality and establish state-of-the-art development processes. The web site is at www.cats-tools.com. 






